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in a work of lucid prose and striking originality bell offers the first
comprehensive survey of patriotism and national sentiment in early
modern france and shows how the dialectical relationship between
nationalism and religion left a complex legacy that still resonates in
debates over french national identity today table of contents preface
introduction constructing the nation 1 the national and the sacred 2 the
politics of patriotism and national sentiment 3 english barbarians french
martyrs 4 national memory and the canon of great frenchmen 5 national
character and the republican imagination 6 national language and the
revolutionary crucible conclusion toward the present day and the end of
nationalism notes note on internet appendices and bibliography index
reviews of this book bell delineates the history of nationalism in france
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tracing its origins to the 17th century he shows how in 18th century france
political and intellectual leaders made perfect national unity a priority
allowing the construction of the nation to toke precedence over other
political tasks the goal was to provide all french people with the same
longuage laws customs and values bell argues that while the french
leaders hoped that patriotism and national sentiment would replace
religion as the binding force it was actually religion that was a major but
not exclusive factor in helping the french see the world around them this
period of history was the beginning of the first large scale nationalist
program bell also shows how the relationship between nationalism and
religion contributes to the french national identity debate today bell s
comprehensive and well documented book is written in an accessible style
recommended for french and european history collections mary salony
library journal reviews of this book at the center of bell s subtle and
intricate argument is religion religion he suggests was changing in the 18th
century and with men less likely to see god as an interventionist presence
in their daily lives and more likely to stress god s distant inscrutable
quality space was opened up for an autonomous realm of human action
described by a series of interconnected words society public opinion
civilization fatherlond and nation richard vinen new york times book review
reviews of this book david bell has interesting things to say about the
french kindred and about an important aspect of their life together the
cult of the nation in france is about the way a particular kind of
togetherness and a novel kind of identity were implanted grew and may
have begun to wither in france s fertile soil the nation he argues is no
spontaneous growth but a political artifact not organic like o tree but
constructed like a city eugen weber los angeles times reviews of this book
bell argues in his excellent analysis of the 18th century conceptual birth of
french nationalism that nationalism emerged at a point when french
intellectuals increasingly came to see god as distant from human aoffairs
and sough to separate religious passions from political life a masterful
thought provoking study p g wallace choice reviews of this book this
excellent book is at once a valuable account of the development of the
concept of the nation in france and an important example of the use that
can be made of the culture of print bell argues that right wing nationalism
has belonged consistently to a minority and that there has been a basic
continuity in french republican nationalism over the past two centuries
views that not all will share but arguments that testify to the importance of
this well crafted work jeremy black history a notable addition to the
expanding literature on nationalism in general and of french nationalism
in particular the cult of the nation in france explores how national
offiliotion became part of individual identity it demonstrates the
connections between nationalism and religion without falling into the
simple trap of treating nationalism as another religion against the present
day challenges faced by french republican nationalism bell insightfully
examines the paradoxical process whereby the french came to posit
themselves as a union of politically and spiritually like minded citizens joan
b landes pennsylvania state university a formidably intelligent and
beautifully written analysis of how the french came to perceive their nation
as a political construction its breadth together with its highly original
discussion of the role of religion makes the cult of the nation in france
essential reading both for students of nationalism and for anyone wanting
to understand current french debates on culture ethnicity and identity
linda colley london school of economics and political science david bell is
one of the most talented young historians working in any field this
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fascinating brilliantly argued and beautifully written study demonstrates
the multi straonded origins of the concept of the nation in france bell s
major contribution is to place the timing of this crucial evolution well
before the revolution of 1789 he never loses sight of the linguistic and
cultural complexity of france bringing to a conclusion the story of french
nationalism in our era john merriman yale university

a distinguished group of international scholars from the disciplines of
history philosophy literature and art history offer a reconsideration of the
ideas and the impact of the abbé henri grégoire one of the most important
figures of the french revolution and a contributor to the campaigns for
jewish emancipation rights for blacks the reform of the catholic church
ond many other causes

common wisdom has long held that the ascent of the modern nation
coincided with the flowering of enlightenment democracy and the decline
of religion ringing in an age of tolerant inclusive liberal states not so
demonstrates anthony w marx in this landmark work of revisionist political
history and analysis in a startling departure from a historical consensus
that has dominated views of nationalism for the past quarter century marx
argues that european nationalism emerged two centuries earlier in the
early modern era as a form of mass political engagement based on
religious conflict intolerance and exclusion challenging the self
congratulatory geneaology of civic western nationalism marx shows how
staote builders attempted to create o sense of national solidarity to
support their burgeoning authority key to this process was the transfer of
power from local to central rulers the most suitable vehicle for effecting
this transfer was religion and fanatical passions religious intolerance
specifically the exclusion of religious minorities from the nascent state
provided the glue that bonded the remaining populations together out of
this often violent religious intolerance grew popular nationalist sentiment
only after a core and exclusive nationality was formed in england and
france and less successfully in spain did these countries move into the
enlightened 19th century all the while continuing to export intoleronce and
exclusion to overseas colonies providing an explicitly political theory of
early nation building rather thaon an account emphasizing economic
imperatives or literary imaginings marx reveals that liberal secular western
political traditions were founded on the basis of illiberal intolerant origins
his provocative account also suggests that present day exclusive and
violent nation building or efforts to form solidarity through cultural or
religious antagonisms are not fundamentally different from the west s own
earlier experiences
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